


“Few books have been
more maligned than the little
book of James. Controversy
has waged over Its authorship,
Its date, Its recipients, Its
canonicity, and Its unity.”

Ronald Blue



“Its practical, non-doctrinal
emphasis reveals the kind of
message that God wanted to
share with the Christian
community in published form
very soon after Jesus ascended
to heaven.”

Jensen



JAMES

> Author - Jesus’ Half-brother



> Son of Zebedee - Mt 4:21

»Son of Alphaeus - Mk 3:18
» Father of Judas - Lk 6:16
»James the Less - Mt 27:56

» Half-brother of Jesus - Mt 13:55



AUTHORSHIP

> Internal Evidence



INTERNAL

1. Jerusalem Council - Ac 15
2. Jesus’ words
3. Consistent with what we know



AUTHORSHIP

> Internal Evidence
> External Evidence



EXTERNAL

1. 3rdcentury-  Origen, Eusebius

2. Later fathers- Cuyrlil of
Jerusalem, Athanasius, Augustine

3. Against-  Luther
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THE MAN JAMES
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JAMES

> Author - Jesus’ Half-brother

»Audience - Dispersed
Christians






isidian Antioch-
Church of St Peter
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JAMES

> Author - Jesus’ Half-brother

»Audience - Dispersed
Christians

> 0ccasion - 44-47



» Christianity spreading
» Persecution of Christians

»James discovered condition
of Church
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JAMES

> Author - Jesus’ Half-brother

»Audience - Dispersed
Christians

> 0ccasion - 44-47
> Location - Jerusalem
»>Purpose - Practical




PURPOSE

To promote proper living
under persecution

(1:2-4)



CHARACTERISTICS

1. Response to Trials
2. OT Emphasis



OT EMPHASIS

> 12 tribes - 1:1

> Terms - 2:2,8-12, 4:11, 5:4

»Characters - Abraham, Rahab,
Job, Elijah

» Allusions

»Jewish Setting
e



CHARACTERISTICS

1. Response to Trials
2. OT Emphasis
3. Related to Jesus’ Ministry



JESUS MINISTRY

JAMES JESUS
1:2 5:10-12

1:4 5:48

1:5, 4:3, 5:15 7.7-11

1:9, 2:5 5:3

1:22 (.24, 26
2:14-26 (:21-23

3:12 7:16

4:11-12 7:1-3
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CHARACTERISTICS

1. Response to Trials

2. OT Emphasis

3. Related to Jesus’ Ministry
4. Very Practical



PRACTICAL
v'Dealing with trials
v'Need for wisdom
v’ Double-mindedness Corrected
v"Meeting practical needs
v’ Proper attitude to clothes
v Faith that works
v Proper speech
v'Dealing with greed & pride
v Correcting of abuses of poor
v Need for patience

1:2-4
1:5
1:6-8
1:26-27
2:1-9
2:14-26
3:1-12
4:1-12
5:1-6
5:7-11



OUTLINE

. Response to Trials 1:1-18
[I. Responsibility in Trials 1:19-4:17
[11. Relief & Requests In Trials 5



OUTLINE

Response to Trials 1:1-18
A. Introduction 1:1
B. Knowing Value of Trials 1:2-4

C. Praying for Wisdom by Faith  1:5-8

D. Developing Attitude of Contentment
1:9-11

E. Trusting Character of God 1:12-18



OUTLINE

. Response to Trials 1:1-18
[I. Responsibility in Trials 1:19-4:17
A. Essence of Responsibility 1:19-20
B. Be Swift to Hear 1:21-2:26
1. Hearing Involves Doing 1:21-27

2. Hearing Includes Attitudes  2:1-13

3. Hearing Includes Powerful Faith
2:14-26



OUTLINE

. Response to Trials
[I. Responsibility in Trials
A. Essence of Responsibility
B. Be Swift to Hear
C. Be Slow to Speak
1. Control of Tongue
2. Conduct in Wisdom

1:1-18
1:19-4:17
1:19-20
1:21-2:26
3
3:1-12
3:13-18



OUTLINE

. Response to Trials
[I. Responsibility in Trials
A. Essence of Responsibility
B. Be Swift to Hear
C. Be Slow to Speak
D. Be Slow to Anger
1. Cause of Conflicts
2. Cure for Conflicts

1:1-18
1:19-4:17

1:19-20
1:21-2:26

3

4

4:1-6

4:7-17



OUTLINE

. Response to Trials 1:1-18
[I. Responsibility in Trials 1:19-4:17
[11. Relief & Requests In Trials 5

A. Relief from Trials at 2" Coming 5:1-11
B. Request for Godliness 5:12-20



Talk the talk and

Sea of Galilee from Kursi il



