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OUTLINE 
I.   Introduction         1:1-17 
II.   Prov. of God’s Righteousness   1:18-8:39 
   A. Condemnation        1:18-3:20 
   B. Justification         3:21-5:21 
       1. Provision of Justification       3:21-26 
       2. Priority of Justification       3:27-31 
       3. Pattern for Justification   4 
       4. Profit from Justification   5 



4:3  For what does the Scripture 
 say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED 
 GOD, AND IT WAS 
 CREDITED TO HIM AS 
 RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  

 



ABRAM CHRONOLOGY 
1.   Abram born (2135) -   11:26 
2.   Background of idolatry -  Josh 24:2 
3.   Call at Ur & promise - 12:1-3  
4.   Leaves Ur to Haran -   11:31 
5.   Arrives Shechem at 75 -  12:4-6 



Mt Ebal & Shechem 
from Mt Gerizim 

ADR 







ABRAM CHRONOLOGY 
1.   Abram born (2135) -   11:26 
2.   Background of idolatry -  Josh 24:2 
3.   Call at Ur & promise - 12:1-3  
4.   Leaves Ur to Haran -   11:31 
5.   Arrives Shechem at 75 -  12:4-6 
6.   Promise restated -  13:14-17 
7.   Covenant at ~85 -   15:1-6 



4:3  For what does the Scripture 
 say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED 
 GOD, AND IT WAS 
 CREDITED TO HIM AS 
 RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  

 



logizomai (logizomai) 
5.  Theologically =  to credit 

 something spiritually -  Rom 4, 
       Gal 3:6 

 

Ø Sin imputed on man -   Rom 5:13 
Ø Sin imputed on Christ -  2Cor 5:21 
Ø Righteousness imputed -  3:21-26 



KEY TERMS 
7.  Imputation -   to credit to one’s 

     account 

 

 



Forgive- 
ness 

of Sin 
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THEOLOGY -  IMPUTATION 
1.  Work of God’s Justice -     either 

condemnation or blessing credited 
2.  Work of God’s Grace -

righteousness credited 
3.  Judicial -  crediting something  

    not due 
4.  Not impartation -  not making 

righteous but declaring righteous 



OUTLINE 
I.   Introduction          1:1-17 
II.   Prov. of God’s Righteousness    1:18-8:39 
       3. Pattern for Justification   4 

   a. Justification of Abraham  4:1-12 
      1) Justification by Faith   4:1-8 
  a) Experience of Abraham  4:1-5  
  b) Confirmation of David  4:6-8  
     (1) Summary of Paul  4:6 



4:5-6  But to the one who does not 
 work, but believes in Him who 
 justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
 credited as righteousness,  6 just 
 as David also speaks of the 
 blessing on the man to whom 
 God credits righteousness apart 
 from works: 



4:6  just as David also speaks of 
 the  blessing on the man to whom 
 God credits righteousness apart 
 from works: ...  



4:6-9  just as David also speaks of the 
 blessing on the man to whom God 
 credits righteousness apart from works: 
 7 “BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE 
 LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN 
 FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS 
 HAVE BEEN COVERED.    
 8 “BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE 
 SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE 
 INTO ACCOUNT.”  9 Is this blessing 
 then on the circumcised, ...  



DAVID 

1.  makarios (makarios) -
 spiritually prosperous, wealthy 



4:6  just as David also speaks of 
 the  blessing on the man to whom 
 God credits righteousness apart 
 from works: ...  



OUTLINE 
I.   Introduction          1:1-17 
II.   Prov. of God’s Righteousness    1:18-8:39 
       3. Pattern for Justification   4 

   a. Justification of Abraham  4:1-12 
      1) Justification by Faith   4:1-8 
  a) Experience of Abraham  4:1-5  
  b) Confirmation of David  4:6-8 
     (1) Summary of Paul  4:6 
     (2) Proof of Scripture  4:7-8  



4:6-7  just as David also speaks of the 
 blessing on the man to whom God 
 credits righteousness apart from 
 works: 7 “BLESSED ARE THOSE 
 WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS 
 HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND 
 WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN 
 COVERED.   



4:6-7  just as David also speaks of the 
 blessing on the man to whom God 
 credits righteousness apart from 
 works: 7 “BLESSED ARE THOSE 
 WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS 
 HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND 
 WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN 
 COVERED.   



DAVID 

1.  makarios (makarios) -
 spiritually prosperous, wealthy 

2.  After David Justified 
3.  Ps 32:1-2 -     LXX 
4.  After sin with Bathsheba 



4:6-8  just as David also speaks of the 
 blessing on the man to whom God 
 credits righteousness apart from 
 works: 7 “BLESSED ARE THOSE 
 WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS 
 HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND 
 WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN 
 COVERED.  8 “BLESSED IS THE 
 MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD 
 WILL NOT TAKE INTO 
 ACCOUNT.” 



DAVID 
1.  makarios (makarios) -

 spiritually prosperous, wealthy 
2.  After David Justified 
3.  Ps 32:1-2 -     LXX 
4.  After sin with Bathsheba 
5.  Tie-in -  logizomai 



CONCLUSIONS 

1.  Justification= forgiveness of sin (7-8) 
+ imputation of righteousness (3, 6) 

2.  OT justification before Law is by 
grace thru faith apart from works 



OUTLINE 
I.   Introduction          1:1-17 
II.   Prov. of God’s Righteousness    1:18-8:39 
       3. Pattern for Justification   4 

   a. Justification of Abraham  4:1-12 
      1) Justif. apart from works  4:1-8 
      2) Justif. apart from ordinances 4:1-8 
  a) Issue of Circumcision  4:9-10 

 
 



4:9  Is this blessing then on the 
 circumcised, or on the 
 uncircumcised also? For we say, 
 “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO 
 ABRAHAM AS 
 RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  



4:9  Is this blessing then on the 
 circumcised, or on the 
 uncircumcised also? For we say, 
 “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO 
 ABRAHAM AS 
 RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  



JEWISH VIEW 
Uncircumcised -  “belongs not to the 

 covenant which the Lord made with 
 Abraham, for he belongs to the 
 children of destruction; nor is there 
 moreover any sign on him that he is 
 the Lord’s, but (he is destined) to be 
 destroyed and slain from the earth, 
 and rooted out of the earth ...  
      (Book of Jubilees)  



4:9  Is this blessing then on the 
 circumcised, or on the 
 uncircumcised also? For we say, 
 “FAITH WAS CREDITED TO 
 ABRAHAM AS 
 RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  



4:10  How then was it credited? 
 While he was circumcised, or 
 uncircumcised? Not while 
 circumcised, but while 
 uncircumcised;   



4:10  How then was it credited? 
 While he was circumcised, or 
 uncircumcised? Not while 
 circumcised, but while 
 uncircumcised;   



4:10  How then was it credited? 
 While he was circumcised, or 
 uncircumcised? Not while 
 circumcised, but while 
 uncircumcised;   



ABRAM CHRONOLOGY 
7.  Covenant at ~85 -  15:1-6 
8.  Ishmael born at 86 -     16:16 
9.  Covenant renewed at 99 -  17:1-8 
10.  Isaac born at 100 -   21:1-5  



OUTLINE 
I.   Introduction          1:1-17 
II.   Prov. of God’s Righteousness    1:18-8:39 
       3. Pattern for Justification   4 

   a. Justification of Abraham  4:1-12 
      1) Justif. apart from works  4:1-8 
      2) Justif. apart from ordinances 4:1-8 
  a) Issue of Circumcision  4:9-10 
  b) Explanation of Circum.  4:11-12  

 
 



4:11  and he received the sign of 
 circumcision, a seal of the 
 righteousness of the faith which 
 he had while uncircumcised, so 
 that he might be the father of all 
 who believe without being 
 circumcised, that righteousness 
 might be credited to them,   



4:11  and he received the sign of 
 circumcision, a seal of the 
 righteousness of the faith which 
 he had while uncircumcised, so 
 that he might be the father of all 
 who believe without being 
 circumcised, that righteousness 
 might be credited to them,   



4:11  and he received the sign of 
 circumcision, a seal of the 
 righteousness of the faith which 
 he had while uncircumcised, so 
 that he might be the father of all 
 who believe without being 
 circumcised, that righteousness 
 might be credited to them,   



4:11  and he received the sign of 
 circumcision, a seal of the 
 righteousness of the faith which 
 he had while uncircumcised, so 
 that he might be the father of all 
 who believe without being 
 circumcised, that righteousness 
 might be credited to them,   



4:11  and he received the sign of 
 circumcision, a seal of the 
 righteousness of the faith which 
 he had while uncircumcised, so 
 that he might be the father of all 
 who believe without being 
 circumcised, that righteousness 
 might be credited to them,   



4:11-12  and he received the sign of 
 circumcision, a seal of the righteousness 
 of the faith which he had while 
 uncircumcised, so that he might be the 
 father of all who believe without being 
 circumcised, that righteousness might 
 be credited to them,  12 and the father 
 of circumcision to those who not only 
 are of the circumcision, but who also 
 follow in the steps of the faith of our 
 father Abraham which he had while 
 uncircumcised. 



4:11-12  and he received the sign of 
 circumcision, a seal of the righteousness 
 of the faith which he had while 
 uncircumcised, so that he might be the 
 father of all who believe without being 
 circumcised, that righteousness might 
 be credited to them,  12 and the father 
 of circumcision to those who not only 
 are of the circumcision, but who also 
 follow in the steps of the faith of our 
 father Abraham which he had while 
 uncircumcised. 



FATHERHOOD 

1.  Father of nation Israel - 
 physical, literal circumcision 

2.  Pledge of nationality -  token of 
headship of Israel over nations 

3.   Father of all justified by faith -  



CONCLUSIONS 

1.  Justification= forgiveness of sin (7-8) 
+ imputation of righteousness (3, 6) 

2.  OT justification before Law is by 
grace thru faith apart from works 

3.  OT justification under Law is by 
grace thru faith apart from 
ordinances 



3 witnesses of justification by 
grace thru faith -  

 Abraham, David, & NT!!! 

Sea of Galilee 


