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INTERPRETATION 

Seeking the Author’s 
Willed Meaning 



The Author’s 
Willed Meaning  



INTERPRETATION 
1.  Text 
2.  Word Studies 

  
 Verbal Inspiration 



CHARACTERISTICS 
1.   Arbitrary Signs 
2.   Range of Meaning 



Trunk 

  1.  Car 
  2.  Elephant 
 3.  Tree 
   4.  Communication  
        5.  Attic 



CHARACTERISTICS 
1.   Arbitrary Signs 
2.   Range of Meaning 
3.   Determined by Context 
4.   Assigned by Author 
5.   Changes Over Time 



Takes   
on new 
Meaning 

??? 



CHARACTERISTICS 
1.   Arbitrary Signs 
2.   Range of Meaning 
3.   Determined by Context 
4.   Assigned by Author 
5.   Changes Over Time 
6.   Overlaps with Others 
7.   Connotative/Denotative 



WORD STUDY 

Range of Meaning 
 

1. Concordance 



33x 

42x 

Young’s 



4x 

3x 



From YOUNGS 

la'g;  -      gaal   
hd'p;  -     padah 
 

agorazw  -   agorazo 
exagorazw -   exagorazo 



EXEGESIS 



31x 

Englishman’s 



LOGOS SEARCH 

1.  Go to “Guides” tab -> “Exegetical Guide” 
2.  Enter passage -   
3.  Go to “Word by Word” ->    click on term 
4.  Click on root word under term  
5.  Click on parts of circle ->    

 occurrences of word shows beneath 



WORD STUDY 

Range of Meaning 
 

1. Concordance 
2. Classify Possible 

 Meanings 
3. Dictionary/

 Lexicon 



WORD STUDY 

Range of Meaning 
Meaning in Context 
 

1. Circles 
2. Meaning 
3. Verify 



LAW (nomos) 
1.  Pentateuch -     
2.  Mosaic Covenant -    
3.  OT Generally -       



LAW (nomos) 
1.  Pentateuch -      3:21 
2.  Mosaic Covenant -     2:20, 23 
3.  OT Generally -        3:19-21 
4.  10 Commandments -    7:7-9 
5.  Mosaic Dispensation -    6:14-15 
6.  Civil Law -       7:1-3 
7.  Moral Law -      2:14 
8.  Principle -       3:27-28 



MEANING 

Ø Usage -  range of meaning 
Ø Context -  determines meaning 

Ø Etymology -    limitations 
Ø Synonyms -    useful 



MISTAKES 

1.   Illegitimate Totality Transfer 
2.   Root Fallacy 
3.   Dominant Meaning 
4.   Semantic Anachronism 
5.   Overemphasis 



INTERPRETATION 
1.  Text 
2.  Word Studies 
3.  Structural Analysis 

Thinking God’s Thoughts 



GRAMMATICAL 
ANALYSIS 
Ø Basic Analysis 



BASIC ANALYSIS 

1. Isolate Complete Sentences 

2. Identify Clauses 

3. Identify Subjects & Verbs 
4. Other Grammatical Issues 


