REACHING A CULTURE
THAT HAS
ABA\‘I)()\‘I‘ D SCRIPTU RI:L |




IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Introduction - Context
2. Inquiries of Intellectuals 17:16-21
a. Initiative of Paul 17:16-17



PRINCIPLES

1. Be Spiriiiy Fiugpapios
2. Take Inma




IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Introduction -
2. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul
b. Interest of Philosophers
3. lHlumination of Paul
a. ldeology

Context
17:16-21
17:16-17
17:18-21
17:22-31
17:22-23



17:22 So Paul stood In the midst of
the Areopagus and said, “Men of
Athens, | observe that you are
very religious In all respects.
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17:22 So Paul stood In the midst of
the Areopagus and said, “Men of
Athens, | observe that you are
very religious In all respects.



17:22 So Paul stood In the midst of
the Areopagus and said, “Men of
Athens, | observe that you are
very religious In all respects.



17:23 ““For while | was passing
through and examining the
objects of your worship, | also
found an altar with this
Inscription, ‘TO AN
UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore
what you worship In ignorance,
this | proclaim to you.



17:23 “For while | was passing
through and examining the
objects of your worship, | also
found an altar with this
Inscription, ‘TO AN
UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore
what you worship In ignorance,
this | proclaim to you.



WORLDVIEWS

How you view the world
around you and How you live
life as a result.

Your Worldview determines
how you live.



WORLDVIEW ELEMENTS

»God - Theology
»Ultimate Reality - Metaphysics
» Knowledge - Epistemology
» Ethics - Morality
»Humankind - Anthropology

» Destiny - Eschatology



PHILOSOPHERS

1st Century 21st Century

Epicureans Materialism

Stoics

Hedonism
(Happiness)
Self-sufficient
Pantheism

Naturalism

Entertainment
(Sensualism)

Humanism
New Age



DEFICIENCY

1. Faulty understanding of meaning
of EXxistence - polytheistic

2. Limitations of Knowledge -
unknown god



17:23 “For while | was passing
through and examining the
objects of your worship, | also
found an altar with this
Inscription, ‘TO AN
UNKNOWN GOD.” Therefore
what you worship In ignorance,
this I proclaim to you.



DEFICIENCY

1. Faulty understanding of meaning
of EXxistence - polythelstic

2. Limitations of Knowledge -
unknown god

3. Weakness of human Intellect -
Ignorance



PRINCIPLES

3. Analyze Worldv

el l.“



IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Introduction -
2. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul
b. Interest of Philosophers
3. lHlumination of Paul
a. ldeology
b. Instruction

Context

17:16-21
17:16-17
17:18-21
17:22-31
17:22-23
17:24-29



17:24-25 “The God who made the
world and all things In It, since
He iIs Lord of heaven and earth,

does not dwell in temples made
with hands; 25 ...



[llumination of Paul

» Creator
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REVELATION

Realization (19-20)
Responsibility (20)
Rejection (21)
Rationalization (21)
Reprobation (22)
Replacement (23)
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4. Work from Blbllcal Worldwew



WORLDVIEW
Unbeliever Believer

polytheistic God Personal, Trinity
material Ultimate Reality spiritual
reason Knowledge revelation
relativism Ethics absolutes
good Humankind Image, fallen

varies Destiny Heaven/Hell



M

1. Be Splrltually Prepared 2

4. Work from Blbllcal Worldwew
5. Assume God-consciousness |



17:24-25 “The God who made the
world and all things In It, since
He iIs Lord of heaven and earth,

does not dwell in temples made
with hands; 25 ...



[llumination of Paul

»Creator
»Sovereignty



17:24-25 “The God who made the
world and all things In It, since
He iIs Lord of heaven and earth,

does not dwell in temples made
with hands; 25 ...



[llumination of Paul

» Creator
»Sovereignty
»Omnipresence
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17:24-25 “The God who made the
world and all things In It, since
He iIs Lord of heaven and earth,
does not dwell in temples made
with hands; 25 nor Is He served
by human hands, as though He
needed anything, since He
Himself gives to all people life
and breath and all things; 26 ...



Athena of
the Dynx

2nd ¢ AD copy




[llumination of Paul

» Creator
»Sovereignty
»Omnipresence
» Self-Existence



17:24-25 “The God who made the
world and all things In It, since
He iIs Lord of heaven and earth,
does not dwell in temples made
with hands; 25 nor Is He served
by human hands, as though He
needed anything, since He
Himself gives to all people life
and breath and all things; 26 ...



[llumination of Paul

» Creator » Goodness
»Sovereignty
»Omnipresence

» Self-Existence
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- Be Spiritually Prepared —
 Take Initiative™ _ -5 .
 Analyze Worldviewsiige
. Work from Blbllcal Worldwew
Assume God-consciousness
Focus on God of Bible




17:26-27 ... 26 and He made from
one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of
the earth, having determined
thelr appointed times and the
boundaries of their habitation,
27 that they would seek God, If
perhaps they might grope for
Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us; 28 ...



HISTORY

1. God as Creator 1s author 26



17:26-27 ... 26 and He made from
one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of
the earth, having determined
thelr appointed times and the
boundaries of their habitation,
27 that they would seek God, If
perhaps they might grope for
Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us; 28 ...



HISTORY

1. God as Creator iIs author 26
2. God’s Sovereign Plan

3. Linear Concept

4. Involves Time & Geography



HIS STORY

/Revelation of His Glory\

/

Israel

Church

\

Kingdom




17:26-27 ... 26 and He made from
one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of
the earth, having determined
thelr appointed times and the
boundaries of their habitation,
27 that they would seek God, If
perhaps they might grope for
Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us; 28 ...



HISTORY

1. God as Creator Is author 26
2. God’s Sovereign Plan

3. Linear Concept

4. Involves Time & Geography
5. Divine Purpose 27



17:26-27 ... 26 and He made from
one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of
the earth, having determined
thelr appointed times and the
boundaries of their habitation,
27 that they would seek God, If
perhaps they might grope for
Him and find Him, though He is
not far from each one of us; 28 ...



[llumination of Paul

» Creator »(Goodness
»Sovereignty »Providence
»Omnipresence

» Self-Existence









DEFICIENCY

1. Faulty understanding of meaning
of EXxistence - polythelstic

2. Limitations of Knowledge -
unknown god

3. Weakness of human Intellect -
Ignorance

4. Inadequate view of History



17:28 ... for in Him we live and
move and exist, as even some of
your own poets have said, ‘For
we also are His children.’



17:28 ... for in Him we live and
move and exist, as even some of
your own poets have said, ‘For
we also are His children.’



[llumination of Paul

» Creator »(Goodness
»Sovereignty »Providence
»Omnipresence »lmmanence
» Self-Existence
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PRINCIPLES

. Be Splrltually Prepared R

Work from Blbllcal/ 'Worldwew

~ Assume God-consciousness "
Focus on God of Bible

. Refute their Worldview




IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Introduction -
2. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul
b. Interest of Philosophers
3. lHlumination of Paul
a. ldeology
b. Instruction
c. Implication

Context

17:16-21
17:16-17
17:18-21
17:22-31
17:22-23
17:24-29
17:30-31



17:29 “Being then the children of
God, we ought not to think that
the Divine Nature is like gold or
silver or stone, an image formed
by the art and thought of man.



17:30 “Therefore having overlooked
the times of ignorance, God Is now
declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent,

31 ...



17:30 “Therefore having overlooked
the times of ignorance, God Is now
declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent,

31 ...



> Paul has made drastic contrast

> leTavoem - change In thinking,
direction

> Not to feel bad
» Change to biblical worldview



DEFICIENCY

1. Faulty understanding of meaning
of EXxistence - polythelstic

2. Limitations of Knowledge -
3.Weakness of human Intellect -
4. Inadequate view of History

5. Need to change ethics



17:30-31 “Therefore having overlooked
the times of ignorance, God Is now
declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent,

31 because He has fixed a day In
which He will judge the world In
righteousness through a Man whom
He has appointed, having furnished
proof to all men by raising Him
from the dead.”



DEFICIENCY

1. Faulty understanding of meaning
of EXxistence - polythelstic

2. Limitations of Knowledge -
3.Weakness of human Intellect —
4. Inadequate view of History

5. Need to change ethics

6. Faulty eschatology

/. Inconsistency of Worldview



17:30-31 “Therefore having overlooked
the times of ignorance, God Is now
declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent,

31 because He has fixed a day In
which He will judge the world In
righteousness through a Man whom
He has appointed, having furnished
proof to all men by raising Him
from the dead.”



17:30-31 “Therefore having overlooked
the times of ignorance, God Is now
declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent,

31 because He has fixed a day In
which He will judge the world In
righteousness through a Man whom
He has appointed, having furnished
proof to all men by raising Him
from the dead.”



IDOLATRY at ATHENS

1. Introduction -
2. Inquiries of Intellectuals
a. Initiative of Paul
b. Interest of Philosophers
3. lllumination of Paul
a. ldeology
b. Instruction
c. Implication
4. Impression on Athenians

Context

17:16-21
17:16-17
17:18-21
17:22-31
17:22-23
17:24-29
17:30-31
17:32-34



17:32 Now when they heard of the
resurrection of the dead, some
began to sneer, but others said, We
shall hear you again concerning
this.”



17:32 Now when they heard of the
resurrection of the dead, some
began to sneer, but others said, We
shall hear you again concerning
this.”



17:33-34 So Paul went out of thelr
midst. 34 But some men joined him
and believed, among whom also
were Dionysius the Areopagite and
a woman named Damaris and
others with them.



Gospel is Power of God
unto Salvation




PRINCIPLES

Be Spiritually Prepared
. Take Inltlatlve g

Begm from Blbli o O
Assume God-consciousness
Focus on God of Bible
Refute Worldview

Present Gospel




