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I.    Introduction Philippi 
Theater



“Paul’s Love Letter 
to the Saints”



“It is the brightest & most 
joyful of all Paul’s 

writings ...”

I. Jensen
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PHILIPPIANS

ØAuthor - Paul



AUTHORSHIP

ØInternal Evidence



INTERNAL

1. Named - 1:1
2. With Tim - 1:1, 2:19



1:1  Paul and Timothy, bond-
servants of Christ Jesus, To all 
the saints in Christ Jesus who 
are in Philippi, including the 
overseers and deacons:



2:19  But I hope in the Lord Jesus to 
send Timothy to you shortly, so 
that I also may be encouraged 
when I learn of your condition.



INTERNAL

1. Named - 1:1
2. With Tim - 1:1, 2:19
3. Life Experiences - 3:4-6 



3:4-6   … If anyone else has a mind to 
put confidence in the flesh, I far 
more:  5 circumcised the eighth 
day, of the nation of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee;  
6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to the righteousness 
which is in the Law, found 
blameless.



AUTHORSHIP

ØInternal Evidence
ØExternal Evidence



EXTERNAL
1. Apostolic Fathers - Clement of 

Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp
2. 2nd  century - Irenaeus, 

Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian
3. Other - Marcion’s corpus & 

Muratorian Canon 
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PHILIPPIANS

ØAuthor - Paul

ØAudience - Philippians



PHILIPPI

ØLocation - Macedonia





PHILIPPI

ØLocation - Macedonia
ØHistory - Roman



Battlefield of Octavian & Antony
vs. Brutus & Cassius



Philippi
Forum





PHILIPPI

ØLocation - Macedonia
ØHistory - Roman
ØStatus - Privileged



Philippi 
excavations 

with Acropolis





Acropolis



Forum North End







PHILIPPI

ØLocation - Macedonia
ØHistory - Roman
ØStatus - Privileged
ØPopulation - Cosmopolitan
ØEconomy - Prosperous



Ignatian Way



Shops and Forum and Acropolis





CHURCH
ØFounding - Act 16



ACTS HISTORY
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Gangitis 
River



Gangitis 
River



CHURCH
ØFounding - Act 16
ØContacts - with Paul
ØWomen - Prominent
ØComposition - Gentile



MAINLY GENTILES
ØJewish Proselyte - Lydia

business woman
ØGreek - Slave Girl

slave in bondage
ØRoman - Jailer

government official



Basilica A

Basilica C



Byzantine Basilica B







Byzantine Basilica B



Capital of 
Justinian
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PHILIPPIANS

ØAuthor - Paul

ØAudience - Philippians

ØOccasion - 62

ØLocation - Roman Prison



Paul’s Jail in Act 16 (Philippi)
Roman Prison in 1:7, 13-14, Act 28



1:7  … since both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel, 
you all are partakers of grace 
with me.



1:13-14   so that my imprisonment
in the cause of Christ has 
become well known throughout 
the whole praetorian guard and 
to everyone else,  14 and that 
most of the brethren, trusting in 
the Lord because of my 
imprisonment, have far more 
courage to speak the word of 
God without fear. 
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PHILIPPIANS

ØAuthor - Paul

ØAudience - Philippians

ØOccasion - 62

ØLocation - Roman Prison

ØPurpose - Affectionate



PURPOSE

To express Affection 
and Friendship (4:1)



4:1  Therefore, my beloved brethren 
whom I long to see, my joy and 
crown, in this way stand firm in the 
Lord, my beloved.
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CHARACTERISTICS

1. Genre 

2. Friendship Letter  2:19, 24

3. Personal Nature 1:7-9



PERSONAL

üFriendship Letter
ü1st person singular/plural - ~120x
üMutual Affection
üBrethren
üBeloved



CHARACTERISTICS

1. Genre 

2. Friendship Letter  2:19, 24

3. Personal Nature 1:7-9

4. Joy 1:18, 4:4 



JOY

Ø χαίρω (chairo) - 1:18 (2), 
2:17-18, 28, 3:1, 4:4 (2), 10 

Ø χαρά (chara) - 1:4, 25, 2:2, 29, 4:1 
Ø In Prison
Ø Pressure for Enemies
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OUTLINE

I. Personal Encouragements 1:1-26 
II. Provoking of Godly Living       1:27-2:30
III. Protection against Errors 3:1-4:1
IV. Parting Exhortations 4:2-23



Is your JOY 
dependent on 

Circumstances
???

Paul and Lydia


