
One of the most important
books of the entire 

BIBLE



Assessment
“I know your …”

Corrective
Measures

“he who 
overcomes …”

7 CHURCHES



7 CHURCHES
1. Ephesus -  left 1st love



OUTLINE
I.   Vision of J.C. among 7 Churches 1-3
   A. Introduction     1:1-8
   B. Vision of Jesus Christ   1:9-20
   C. Letters to the 7 Churches  2-3
      1. Church at Ephesus   2:1-7
      2. Church at Smyrna   2:8-11



SMYRNA
1.  Circumstances
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Athena
2nd c BC



Izmir with Agora





Agora



Agora



ØHomer birth place
Ø2nd only to Ephesus
ØScience & medicine 
ØCaesar worship





Poseidon and 
Demeter
2nd c BC



Agora first level arches



Acropolis Cistern



ØFounding
ØIrenaus
ØPolycarp
ØLongest surviving

Temple
of Athena



SMYRNA
1.  Circumstances
2.  Commission -   2:8a



2:8  “And to the angel of the church 
in Smyrna write: The first and 
the last, who was dead, and has 
come to life, says this:



SMYRNA
1.  Circumstances
2.  Commission -   2:8a

3.  Correspondent -  2:8b



2:8  “And to the angel of the church 
in Smyrna write: The first and 
the last, who was dead, and has 
come to life, says this:



2:8  “And to the angel of the church 
in Smyrna write: The first and 
the last, who was dead, and has 
come to life, says this:



SURVIVING SUFFERING
1. His Experience -  ultimate 8



2:8  “And to the angel of the church 
in Smyrna write: The first and 
the last, who was dead, and has 
come to life, says this:



KEY TERMS
1. Says this -  ταδε λέγει (tade legei)
  over 300x in LXX to introduce 
   prophetic declarations 



SMYRNA
1.  Circumstances
2.  Commission -   2:8a

3.  Correspondent -  2:8b
4.  Compliment -   2:9



2:9  ‘I know your tribulation and 
your poverty (but you are rich), 
and the blasphemy by those who 
say they are Jews and are not, 
but are a synagogue of Satan.



Why Godly Suffer?
1. Consequences of sin -  Saul
2. Discipline of the Lord -  Paul
3. Character development -    Joseph
4. Unknown -     Job
5. Glory of God -      all martyrs



2:9  ‘I know your tribulation and 
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but are a synagogue of Satan.



2:9  ‘I know your tribulation and 
your poverty (but you are rich), 
and the blasphemy by those who 
say they are Jews and are not, 
but are a synagogue of Satan.



SUFFERING TERMS

ØTribulation  9 
(θλῖψις)

ØPoverty (πτωχεία)
ØBlasphemy 

(βλασφημία)
ØFear (φοβέω) 10
ØSuffer (πάσχω)

üPrison (φυλακή)
üTested (πειράζω), 
üTribulation (θλῖψις)
üMartyrdom 

(θάνατος)
üHurt (ἀδικέω) 11



2:9  ‘I know your tribulation and 
your poverty (but you are rich), 
and the blasphemy by those who 
say they are Jews and are not, 
but are a synagogue of Satan.



SURVIVING SUFFERING
1. His Experience -  ultimate 8
2. His Knowledge -  sovereign 9



SMYRNA
1.  Circumstances
2.  Commission -   2:8a

3.  Correspondent -  2:8b
4.  Compliment -   2:9
5.  Comfort -    2:10



2:10  ‘Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil 
is about to cast some of you into 
prison, so that you will be tested, 
and you will have tribulation for 
ten days. Be faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of 
life.



SMYRNA
1.  Circumstances
2.  Commission -   2:8a

3.  Correspondent -  2:8b
4.  Compliment -   2:9
5.  Comfort -    2:10
6.  Challenge -    2:10b-11
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2:10  ‘Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil 
is about to cast some of you into 
prison, so that you will be tested, 
and you will have tribulation for 
ten days. Be faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of 
life.



2:10  ‘Do not fear what you are 
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life.



SURVIVING SUFFERING
1. His Experience -  ultimate 8
2. His Knowledge -  sovereign 9
3. His Privilege -  character 10



2:10  ‘Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil 
is about to cast some of you into 
prison, so that you will be tested, 
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SURVIVING SUFFERING
1. His Experience -  ultimate 8
2. His Knowledge -  sovereign 9
3. His Privilege -  character 10
4. His Command -  trust



2:10  ‘Do not fear what you are 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil 
is about to cast some of you into 
prison, so that you will be tested, 
and you will have tribulation for 
ten days. Be faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of 
life.



Faithfully suffering persecution



SMYRNA
1.  Circumstances
2.  Commission -   2:8a

3.  Correspondent -  2:8b
4.  Compliment -   2:9
5.  Comfort -    2:10
6.  Challenge -    2:10b-11
7.  Call -     2:11



2:11  ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes 
will not be hurt by the second 
death.’
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2:11  ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes 
will not be hurt by the second 
death.’



SURVIVING SUFFERING
1. His Experience -  ultimate 8
2. His Knowledge -  sovereign 9
3. His Privilege -  character 10
4. His Command -  trust
5. His Promise -  rewards 11



7 CHURCHES
1. Ephesus -  left 1st love
2. Smyrna -  persecuted
3. Pergamum -  compromised



If we are faithful our 
suffering will be 

rewarded!!!

Sea of Galilee


