
One of the most important
books of the entire 

BIBLE



F-22 Raptors Abraham Lincoln



OUTLINE
I.   Vision of J.C. among 7 Churches 1-3
   A. Prologue & Benediction  1:1-8
   B. Vision of Jesus Christ   1:9-21
   C. Letters to the 7 Churches  2-3 



1:19  “Therefore write the things 
which you have seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which will 
take place after these things.



7 CHURCHES
1. Ephesus -  left 1st love
2. Smyrna -  persecuted
3. Pergamum -  compromised
4. Thyatira -  apostasy
5. Sardis -   dead
6. Philadelphia - faithful
7. Laodicea -  lukewarm



1:19  “Therefore write the things 
which you have seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which will 
take place after these things.



OUTLINE
I.   Vision of J.C. among 7 Churches     1-3
II. Tribulation from Jesus Christ     4-18



4:1  After these things I looked, and 
behold, a door standing open in 
heaven, and the first voice which 
I had heard, like the sound of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after 
these things.”



OUTLINE
I.   Vision of J.C. among 7 Churches     1-3
II. Tribulation from Jesus Christ     4-18
   A. 7-Sealed Scroll        4-7
      1. Origin in Heaven        4-5
  a. Throne of Father as Creator     4
     1) Witness of Throne       4:1



7 – SEALED SCROLL

Origin in Heaven - 4-5

Openings on Earth - 6
 

Outcomes on Earth & in Heaven -    7



4:1  After these things I looked, and 
behold, a door standing open in 
heaven, and the first voice which 
I had heard, like the sound of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after 
these things.”



KEY TERMS
1. I looked -  εἶδον (eidon) 
 56 of 340x -  sometimes with ἰδού (idou), 

   25 of 160x
  visionary language sometimes indescribable
  



significance
1. Pictures Heavenly scene 
2. Hints of outcome of History
3. Reveals Purpose of God
4. Give significance to His Throne
5. Shows Exaltation of Lamb
6. Contrasts with Caesar’s throne 
7. Prepares for Major part of book 



4:1  After these things I looked, and 
behold, a door standing open in 
heaven, and the first voice which 
I had heard, like the sound of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after 
these things.”



vision location
Heaven   Earth
4-5     6:1-8
6:9-11    6:12-7:8
7:9-8:5    8:6-9:21
10:1-11:6   11:7-14
11:15-12:4   12:4-6
12:7-12    12:13-14:1
...      …



SOVEREIGNTY
Over Heavens



4:1  After these things I looked, and 
behold, a door standing open in 
heaven, and the first voice which 
I had heard, like the sound of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after 
these things.”



4:1  After these things I looked, and 
behold, a door standing open in 
heaven, and the first voice which 
I had heard, like the sound of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after 
these things.”



4:1  After these things I looked, and 
behold, a door standing open in 
heaven, and the first voice which 
I had heard, like the sound of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after 
these things.”



“Come Up…”

1. John as Symbol
2. John Raptured
3. John’s Vision



4:1  After these things I looked, and 
behold, a door standing open in 
heaven, and the first voice which 
I had heard, like the sound of a 
trumpet speaking with me, said, 
“Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after 
these things.”



KEY TERMS
1. I looked -  εἶδον (eidon) 
 56 of 340x -  sometimes with ἰδού (idou), 

   25 of 160x
  visionary language sometimes indescribable
2. Must - δεῖ (dei)
  common but in some contexts = 
   divine necesity
  



δεῖ (dei)

Divine Necessity
  These Must & Will Occur

  Divine Sovereignty



SOVEREIGNTY
Over Heavens

Over Revelation
Over History



δεῖ (dei)

Divine Necessity
  These Must & Will Occur

  Divine Sovereignty

  Resolution for evil



OUTLINE
I.   Vision of J.C. among 7 Churches     1-3
II. Tribulation from Jesus Christ     4-18
   A. 7-Sealed Scroll        4-7
      1. Origin in Heaven        4-5
  a. Throne of Father as Creator     4
     1) Witness of Throne       4:1
     2) Worthy One on Throne     4:2-3



4:2  Immediately I was in the Spirit; 
and behold, a throne was 
standing in heaven, and One 
sitting on the throne.



in the spirit
(εν πνευματι [en pneumati])

1. At Patmos -       Messiah (1:10)

2. In Heaven -       Judgments (4:2)

3. In Wilderness -    Babylon (17:3)

4. On Mountain -    Bride (21:10)



4:2  Immediately I was in the Spirit; 
and behold, a throne was 
standing in heaven, and One 
sitting on the throne.



4:2  Immediately I was in the Spirit; 
and behold, a throne was 
standing in heaven, and One 
sitting on the throne.



Eternal -      Heb 1:8

Heavenly -      Act 7:49
With Christ -     Heb 8:1
Judgment -  6:16, 20:11-12
Millennial (earth) -   Mt 25:31

GOD’s throne



4:2  Immediately I was in the Spirit; 
and behold, a throne was 
standing in heaven, and One 
sitting on the throne.



SOVEREIGNTY
Over Heavens

Over Revelation
Over History
In Reigning
Over Destinies
In Judgment



Since our Lord is 
SOVEREIGN, we can 
rest in confidence in all 
He brings our way!!!

Sea of Galilee
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