
MATTHEW -
JESUS AS

MESSIANIC KING



OUTLINE
I. King’s Offer of Kingdom   1-12
   A. King’s Presentation         1:1-4:11
      1. Birth of King    1



VIRGIN CONCEPTION
1. Borrowed    doctrine
2. Biologically    impossible
3. Scripture
4. Jewish expectation
5. Fabricated
6. Early church
7. Not emphasized
8. Not important



OUTLINE
I. King’s Offer of Kingdom   1-12
   A. King’s Presentation         1:1-4:11
      1. Birth of King    1
      2. Reception of King   2
  a. Worship of Magi   2:1-12
    1) Search for the King  2:1-6
       a) Plan of Magi   2:1-2
          (1) Occasion    2:1



2:1-2  Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold magi 
from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is 
He who has been born King of 
the Jews? For we saw His star in 
the east and have come to 
worship Him.”



2:1-2  Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold magi 
from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is 
He who has been born King of 
the Jews? For we saw His star in 
the east and have come to 
worship Him.”



Ø½ Jew & ½ Idumean (Edomite)
ØGifted orator & leader
ØKing of Jews by Octavian & Antony
ØMurdered wife, mother-in-law, 3 sons
ØMaster builder - Temple in 19 BC
ØJewish leaders to be killed at death

HEROD the   GREAT
      (73-4 BC)



2017



41’ x 11.5’ x 15’ = 575 tons
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2017
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OTHER HERODS
1. Herod the Great (37-4 BC)      Mt 2:1
2. *Archelaus (4 BC-6 AD)      2:22
3. *Antipas (4 BC-39 AD) Lk 3, 9, 13
4. *Philip (4 BC-34 AD)  Lk 3:1
5. **Agrippa I (41-44 AD)  Act 12
6. ***Agrippa II (~50-93 AD)   25-26

(rule), *son, ** g. son, *** son of Agrippa I



2:1-2  Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold magi 
from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is 
He who has been born King of 
the Jews? For we saw His star in 
the east and have come to 
worship Him.”



Misconceptions 

1. Not magicians -   scientists
2. Not kings -    wise men
3. Not at birth -    ~1 year after
4. Possibly more than 3 



Magi
  (μάγος) 
1. Wise men
2. Philosophers
3. Experts in science & medicine
4. Interpreted dreams 
5. Taught kings 



500-550 miles



OUTLINE
I. King’s Offer of Kingdom   1-12
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      1. Birth of King    1
      2. Reception of King   2
  a. Worship of Magi   2:1-12
    1) Search for the King  2:1-6
       a) Plan of Magi   2:1-2
          (1) Occasion    2:1
          (2) Question    2:2



2:1-2  Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold magi 
from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is 
He who has been born King of 
the Jews? For we saw His star in 
the east and have come to 
worship Him.”



2:1-2  Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold magi 
from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is 
He who has been born King of 
the Jews? For we saw His star in 
the east and have come to 
worship Him.”



ἀστήρ
(aster) 

1. His star       2
2. Seen in east 
3. Precise timing      7
4. Disappeared & reappeared  9
5. Moved ahead of them
6. Came & stood 
7. Over very house not city 



Possibilities
   1. Comet
   2. Nova
   3. Planet Aligning
   4. Supernatural

ἀστήρ
(aster) 



Num 24:17   “I see him, but not now; 
I behold him, but not near;  A 
star shall come forth from 
Jacob, A scepter shall rise from 
Israel, And shall crush through 
the forehead of Moab, And tear 
down all the sons of Sheth.



2:1-2  Now after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, magi from the 
east arrived in Jerusalem, 
saying, 2 “Where is He who has 
been born King of the Jews? For 
we saw His star in the east and 
have come to worship Him.”



RESPONSES

1. Magi -  seeking -> worship



OUTLINE
I. King’s Offer of Kingdom   1-12
   A. King’s Presentation         1:1-4:11
      1. Birth of King    1
      2. Reception of King   2
  a. Worship of Magi   2:1-12
    1) Search for the King     2:1-6
       a) Plan of Magi      2:1-2
       b) Plot of Herod      2:3-8
          (1) Troubling in Jerusalem    2:3



2:3-4  When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.    

 4 Gathering together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be 
born.



KEY TERMS
1. Troubled - ταράσσω (tarasso)
 literally -  to stir-up water (Jn 5:4, 7) 

   or a crowd (Act 17:8, 13)
 deep emotional stress, troubled
  could include many emotions
 Jesus -  at death of Lazarus (Jn 11:33),
  at betrayal (Jn 13:21), 
  Gethsemane (Jn 12:27)
 here - emotionally troubled



2:3-4  When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.    

 4 Gathering together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be 
born.



RESPONSES

1. Magi -  seeking -> worship
2. Herod - stressed -> hostile



OUTLINE
2. Reception of King     2

  a. Worship of Magi     2:1-12
    1) Search for the King     2:1-6
       a) Plan of Magi      2:1-2
       b) Plot of Herod      2:3-8
         (1) Troubling in Jerusalem    2:3
         (2) Inquiry of Leaders     2:4



2:3-4  When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.    

 4 Gathering together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be 
born.



CHIEF PRIESTS

1. OT -  1 priest 
2. 1st Century -  often replaces  

 many still living plus others
3. Aristocracy -   corrupt
4. Rejected Messiah



SCRIBES

1. Mainly Pharisees
2. Authorities on Law    

   called lawyers 
3. Followed rabbis -   tradition 
4. More conservative than Sadducees 



2:3-4  When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him.    

 4 Gathering together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be 
born.



OUTLINE
2. Reception of King     2

  a. Worship of Magi     2:1-12
    1) Search for the King     2:1-6
       a) Plan of Magi      2:1-2
       b) Plot of Herod      2:3-6
         (1) Troubling in Jerusalem    2:3
         (2) Inquiry of Leaders     2:4
         (3) Answer of Leaders     2:5-6



2:5  They said to him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for this is 
what has been written by the 
prophet:



2:5  They said to him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for this is 
what has been written by the 
prophet:



RESPONSES

1. Magi -  seeking -> worship
2. Herod -  stressed -> hostile
3. Jews -    apathetic -> indifferent



2:6  ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, 
LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY 
NO MEANS LEAST AMONG 
THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; 
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL 
COME FORTH A RULER 
WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY 
PEOPLE ISRAEL.’ ”





Bethlehem

Mt 2:1-6





Church of the 
Nativity



2:6  ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, 
LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY 
NO MEANS LEAST AMONG 
THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; 
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL 
COME FORTH A RULER 
WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY 
PEOPLE ISRAEL.’ ”



2:6  ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, 
LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY 
NO MEANS LEAST AMONG 
THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; 
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL 
COME FORTH A RULER 
WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY 
PEOPLE ISRAEL.’ ”



2:6  ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, 
LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY 
NO MEANS LEAST AMONG 
THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; 
FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL 
COME FORTH A RULER 
WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY 
PEOPLE ISRAEL.’ ”



RESPONSES

1. Magi -  seeking -> worship
2. Herod -  stressed -> hostile
3. Jews -    apathetic -> indifferent
4. Jewish leaders -      indifferent



OUTLINE
I. King’s Offer of Kingdom     1-12
   A. King’s Presentation         1:1-4:11
      1. Birth of King      1
      2. Reception of King     2
  a. Worship of Magi     2:1-12
    1) Search for the King     2:1-6
    2) Worship of Child     2:7-12
       a) Inquiry of Herod      2:7-8 



2:7  Then Herod secretly called the 
magi and determined from them 
the exact time the star appeared.



2:7  Then Herod secretly called the 
magi and determined from them 
the exact time the star appeared.



2:8  And he sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the Child; and 
when you have found Him, 
report to me, so that I too may 
come and worship Him.”



2:8  And he sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the Child; and 
when you have found Him, 
report to me, so that I too may 
come and worship Him.”



2:8  And he sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the Child; and 
when you have found Him, 
report to me, so that I too may 
come and worship Him.”
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      1. Birth of King      1
      2. Reception of King     2
  a. Worship of Magi     2:1-12
    1) Search for the King     2:1-6
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2:9  After hearing the king, they 
went their way; and the star, 
which they had seen in the east, 
went on before them until it 
came and stood over the place 
where the Child was.



2:9  After hearing the king, they 
went their way; and the star, 
which they had seen in the east, 
went on before them until it 
came and stood over the place 
where the Child was.



2:9  After hearing the king, they 
went their way; and the star, 
which they had seen in the east, 
went on before them until it 
came and stood over the place 
where the Child was.



KEY TERMS
1. Troubled - ταράσσω (tarasso)
  emotionally troubled
2. Child -  παιδίον (paidion)
  not infant βρέφος (brefos)
  about 1-2 years after birth



OUTLINE
2. Reception of King     2

  a. Worship of Magi     2:1-12
    1) Search for the King     2:1-6
    2) Worship of Child     2:7-12
       a) Inquiry of Herod      2:7-8
       b) Following of Star    2:9-10
       c) Worship of Child     2:11



2:10  When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. 



2:10  When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. 



2:11  After coming into the house 
they saw the Child with Mary 
His mother; and they fell to the 
ground and worshiped Him. 
Then, opening their treasures, 
they presented to Him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



2:11  After coming into the house 
they saw the Child with Mary 
His mother; and they fell to the 
ground and worshiped Him. 
Then, opening their treasures, 
they presented to Him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



KEY TERMS
1. Troubled - ταράσσω (tarasso)
  emotionally troubled
2. Child -  παιδίον (paidion)
3. Worship -  προσκυνέω (proskuneo)
  to bow down before authority
   leper (8:2), Canaanite (15:25)
  false worship - 1st beast, angels
  to worship - God (4:10, Rev 4:10)
   Jesus (Jn 4:20-24, 9:38)



2:11  After coming into the house 
they saw the Child with Mary 
His mother; and they fell to the 
ground and worshiped Him. 
Then, opening their treasures, 
they presented to Him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



2:11  After coming into the house 
they saw the Child with Mary 
His mother; and they fell to the 
ground and worshiped Him. 
Then, opening their treasures, 
they presented to Him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



OUTLINE
2. Reception of King     2

  a. Worship of Magi     2:1-12
    1) Search for the King     2:1-6
    2) Worship of Child     2:7-12
       a) Inquiry of Herod      2:7-8
       b) Following of Star    2:9-10
       c) Worship of Child      2:11
       d) Return Home      2:12



2:12  And having been warned by 
God in a dream not to return to 
Herod, the magi left for their 
own country by another way.



2:12  And having been warned by 
God in a dream not to return to 
Herod, the magi left for their 
own country by another way.



As an act of worship keep 
sharing the Gospel.  You will 

find those seeking the 
Messiah!!!

Sea of Galilee


