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SCATTERING
1. Essence - Rebellion

Judgment
2. Pivot - Blessing

3. Nations - Cause
4. Background - Babylon

5. Time - ~ 100-300 yrs



GENESIS Outline
I.  Primeval History 1:1-11:26

A. History of the Creation 1:1-2:3
B. Early History of Mankind 2:4-3:24
C. Early History of Civilization 4-9
D. Early History of the Nations 10-11

1. Origin of the Nations 10
2. Scattering of the Nations 11:1-26

a. Decline of the People 11:1-4
1) Unity of People 11:1-2



GENESIS Outline
D. Early History of the Nations 10-11

1. Origin of the Nations 10
2. Scattering of the Nations 11:1-26

a. Decline of the People 11:1-4
1) Unity of People 11:1-2



11:1  Now the whole earth used 
the same language and the 
same words.



Word Play

1. Language - הפָשָׂ (shaphah) =   lip
2. Words - רבָדָּ (dabar) =  words



11:2  It came about as they 
journeyed east, that they 
found a plain in the land of 
Shinar and settled there.



OUTSIDE BLESSING

1. Out of Garden - 3:24

2. Cain settles - 4:16
3. Lot chooses Sodom - 13:10-12

4. Keturah’s sons - 25:6
5. Jacob flees - 29:1
6. Babel - 11:2



11:2  It came about as they 
journeyed east, that they 
found a plain in the land of 
Shinar and settled there.



Ararat

Shinar



CONTRASTS
ØPlans of Man (1-4)
Ø1 Language (1)
ØCome … (3, 4)
ØSpoke to each (3)
ØHuman action (3-4)
ØReach Heaven (4)
ØMake name (4)
ØLest scattering (4)

ØWill of God (5-9)
ØConfused (7, 9)
ØCome … (7)
ØNo understanding (7)
ØDivine action (8)
ØDown from H. (5)
ØNamed Babel (9)
ØLord Scattered (8, 9)



IMPLICATIONS
1. Unity against God -> globalism
2. God’s command - opposite



GENESIS Outline
D. Early History of the Nations 10-11

1. Origin of the Nations 10
2. Scattering of the Nations 11:1-9

a. Decline of the People 11:1-4
1) Unity of People 11:1-2
2) Rebellion of People 11:3-4



11:3  They said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks 
and burn them thoroughly.” 
And they used brick for stone, 
and they used tar for mortar.



Word Play

1. Language - הפָשָׂ (shaphah) =   lip
2. Words - רבָדָּ (dabar) =  words
3. Bricks - “Come, let us brick bricks”

(nabah nilbenah lebenim)



CONTRASTS
ØPlans of Man (1-4)
Ø1 Language (1)
ØCome … (3, 4)
ØSpoke to each (3)

ØWill of God (5-9)
ØConfused (7, 9)
ØCome … (7)
ØNo understanding (7)



11:3  They said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks 
and burn them thoroughly.” 
And they used brick for stone, 
and they used tar for mortar.



Word Play

1. Language - הפָשָׂ (shaphah) =   lip
2. Words - רבָדָּ (dabar) =  words
3. Bricks - “Come, let us brick bricks”

(nabah nilbenah lebenim)
4. Burn - “and burn to a burning”

(wenishrephah lishrephah)



11:3  They said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks 
and burn them thoroughly.” 
And they used brick for stone, 
and they used tar for mortar.



11:4  They said, “Come, let us 
build for ourselves a city, and 
a tower whose top will reach 
into heaven, and let us make 
for ourselves a name, 
otherwise we will be scattered 
abroad over the face of the 
whole earth.”



Etemenanki at Babylon 

270’x270’x 297’ 
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Great Ziggurat - Ur



Great Ziggurat of Ur





11:4  They said, “Come, let us 
build for ourselves a city, and 
a tower whose top will reach 
into heaven, and let us make 
for ourselves a name, 
otherwise we will be scattered 
abroad over the face of the 
whole earth.”



CONTRASTS
ØPlans of Man (1-4)
Ø1 Language (1)
ØCome … (3, 4)
ØSpoke to each (3)
ØHuman action (3-4)
ØReach Heaven (4)
ØMake name (4)

ØWill of God (5-9)
ØConfused (7, 9)
ØCome … (7)
ØNo understanding (7)
ØDivine action (8)
ØDown from H. (5)
ØNamed Babel (9)



11:4  They said, “Come, let us 
build for ourselves a city, and 
a tower whose top will reach 
into heaven, and let us make 
for ourselves a name, 
otherwise we will be scattered 
abroad over the face of the 
whole earth.”



CONTRASTS
ØPlans of Man (1-4)
Ø1 Language (1)
ØCome … (3, 4)
ØSpoke to each (3)
ØHuman action (3-4)
ØReach Heaven (4)
ØMake name (4)
ØLest scattering (4)

ØWill of God (5-9)
ØConfused (7, 9)
ØCome … (7)
ØNo understanding (7)
ØDivine action (8)
ØDown from H. (5)
ØNamed Babel (9)
ØLord Scattered (8, 9)



IMPLICATIONS
1. Unity against God -> globalism
2. God’s command - opposite
3. Technology substitutes



GENESIS Outline
D. Early History of the Nations 10-11

1. Origin of the Nations 10
2. Scattering of the Nations 11:1-9

a. Decline of the People 11:1-4
b. Judgment of the Lord 11:5-9

1) Evaluation 11:5-6



God is sovereign over 
man’s volition and 

actions!!!

Sea of Galilee


