
Genesis 12



GENESIS Outline
I. Primeval History 1:1-11:26

II. Patriarchal History 11:27-50:26

A. History of Abraham 11:27-25:18

1. His Faith & the Land 11:27-15:21

a. Call to the Land 11:27-12:9

1) Background 11:27-32



GENESIS CHRONOLOGY
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Ice Age
Egypt – 1st 12 dynasties

Dyn 1 (~2290)
Dyn 4 (~2100)

Sumerians – 1st 25 dynasties



NEW DISPENSTION

1. 3rd new beginning
entire race -> 1 man/family

2. New Covenant - Abrahamic
3. Heightened conflict of good/evil
4. Curse continues - birth/death
5. Foundation of world history 



ABRAM & HISTORY
Nations (unbelieving)

Individual (Abram)

Nation (Israel)

World (nations)



GENESIS Outline
I. Primeval History 1:1-11:26

II. Patriarchal History 11:27-50:26

A. History of Abraham 11:27-25:18

1. His Faith & the Land 11:27-15:21

a. Call to the Land 11:27-12:9

1) Background 11:27-32

2) Promises 12:1-3

a) 1st Imperative 12:1-2a



12:1-3  Now the LORD said to Abram, 
“Go forth from your country, And from 
your relatives And from your father’s 
house, To the land which I will show 
you;  2 And I will make you a great 
nation, And I will bless you, And make 
your name great; And so you shall be a 
blessing;  3 And I will bless those who 
bless you, And the one who curses you I 
will curse. And in you all the families of 
the earth will be blessed.”



STRUCTURE

1. 2 Imperatives
Go forth or leave - all

4 things & 3 promises
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UR
1. Location - SE of Babylon
2. Sumer capital - high civilization 
3. Culture - art, writing, schools,

oldest law code
4. Economy - wealthy
5. Idolatry - moon god

Ziggurat
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7 PROMISES
1. Great nation
2. Blessing
3. Name great



GENESIS Outline
I. Primeval History 1:1-11:26

II. Patriarchal History 11:27-50:26

A. History of Abraham 11:27-25:18

1. His Faith & the Land 11:27-15:21

a. Call to the Land 11:27-12:9

1) Background 11:27-32

2) Promises 12:1-3

a) 1st Imperative 12:1-2a

b) 2nd Imperative 12:2b-3
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STRUCTURE

1. 2 Imperatives
Go forth or leave - all

4 things & 3 promises
Be something - a blessing

3 promises
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STRUCTURE
1. 2 Imperatives
2. Curse

ללק (falal) - speak lightly,
to hold in contempt

man’s cursing
ררא (aarar) - to impose a ban,

curse
God’s judicial cursing



PRESECUTING NATIONS
1. Canaanites

2. Egypt

3. Assyrian

4. Babylonian

5. Greeks

6. Rome

7. Spain

8. Hitler’s Germany



12:1-3  Now the LORD said to Abram, 
“Go forth from your country, And from 
your relatives And from your father’s 
house, To the land which I will show 
you;  2 And I will make you a great 
nation, And I will bless you, And make 
your name great; And so you shall be a 
blessing;  3 And I will bless those who 
bless you, And the one who curses you I 
will curse. And in you all the families of 
the earth will be blessed.”



7 PROMISES
1. Great nation
2. Blessing
3. Name great
4. Will be blessing 
5. Bless those who bless
6. Curse those who curse 
7. All people blessed



GENESIS Outline
I. Primeval History 1:1-11:26

II. Patriarchal History 11:27-50:26

A. History of Abraham 11:27-25:18

1. His Faith & the Land 11:27-15:21

a. Call to the Land 11:27-12:9

1) Background 11:27-32

2) Promises 12:1-3

3) Obedience 12:4-9  



12:4  So Abram went forth as the 
LORD had spoken to him; 
and Lot went with him. 
Now Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he departed 
from Haran.
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12:5  Abram took Sarai his wife 
and Lot his nephew, and all 
their possessions which they 
had accumulated, and the 
persons which they had 
acquired in Haran, and they 
set out for the land of 
Canaan; thus they came to 
the land of Canaan.
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ABRAM & LAND
1. Setting out - 12:4
2. Arrival & altars - 12:4-9
3. Fear & Egypt - 12:10-20
4. Strife with Lot’s family - 13
5. Victory over kings - 14
6. Covenant giving land - 15    



12:6  Abram passed through the 
land as far as the site of 
Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. Now the Canaanite 
was then in the land.
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Mt Ebal & Shechem
from Mt Gerizim
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Mt. Ebal from east



Mt. Gerizim 
from Shechem 
(Tell Balata)



Wall of Shechem -
Middle Bronze



Gate of Shechem
Middle Bronze



Shechem 
Baal Berith temple 





12:6  Abram passed through the 
land as far as the site of 
Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. Now the Canaanite 
was then in the land.





12:7  The LORD appeared to 
Abram and said, “To your 
descendants I will give this 
land.” So he built an altar 
there to the LORD who had 
appeared to him.
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12:8  Then he proceeded from 
there to the mountain on the 
east of Bethel, and pitched his 
tent, with Bethel on the west 
and Ai on the east; and there 
he built an altar to the LORD 
and called upon the name of 
the LORD.





Bethel
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12:9  Abram journeyed on, 
continuing toward the Negev.





Worship our sovereign 
Lord!!!

Sea of Galilee


