
One of the most important
books of the entire 

BIBLE



7 CHURCHES
1. Ephesus -  left 1st love
2. Smyrna -  persecuted
3. Pergamum -  compromised
4. Thyatira -  apostasy
5. Sardis -   dead



PHILADELPHIA
1.Circumstances
2.Commission -   3:7
3.Correspondent

Alasehir from Acropolis



3:7  “And to the angel of the church 
in Philadelphia write:  He who is 
holy, who is true, who has the 
key of David, who opens and no 
one will shut, and who shuts and 
no one opens, says this:



üDivine Approval



3:7  “And to the angel of the church 
in Philadelphia write:  He who is 
holy, who is true, who has the 
key of David, who opens and no 
one will shut, and who shuts and 
no one opens, says this:



KEY OF DAVID
1. Hezekiah on David’s throne
2. Access to king thru steward Eliakim
3. Eliakim had key to king’s treasury
4. Isa 22:22
5. Authority over Kingdom



PHILADELPHIA
1.Circumstances
2.Commission -   3:7

3.Correspondent 
4.Compliment -   3:8-10

Alasehir from Acropolis



3:8  ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I 
have put before you an open 
door which no one can shut, 
because you have a little power, 
and have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name.



üDivine Approval
üSpiritual Opportunity



3:8  ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I 
have put before you an open 
door which no one can shut, 
because you have a little power, 
and have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name.



View to South from Acropolis

Faithful
With great 
opportunity



PHILADELPHIA
1.Circumstances
2.Commission -   3:7

3.Correspondent 
4.Compliment -   3:8-10
 (Complaint) -  3:9

Alasehir from Acropolis



3:9  ‘Behold, I will cause those of the 
synagogue of Satan, who say that 
they are Jews and are not, but 
lie—I will make them come and 
bow down at your feet, and 
make them know that I have 
loved you.



SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN
1. Jewish legalists 
2. One of greatest enemy of church -    

  2:9, 1Th 2:14-16
3. Not real Jews -  Rom 2:28-29
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SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN
1. Jewish legalists 
2. One of greatest enemy of church -    

  2:9, 1Th 2:14-16
3. Not real Jews -   Rom 2:28-29
4. Contrast with True One - 3:7



3:9  ‘Behold, I will cause those of the 
synagogue of Satan, who say that 
they are Jews and are not, but 
lie—I will make them come and 
bow down at your feet, and 
make them know that I have 
loved you.



SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN
1. Jewish legalists 
2. One of greatest enemy of church -    

  2:9, 1Th 2:14-16
3. Not real Jews -  Rom 2:28-29
4. Contrast with True One - 3:7
5. Fulfilled in Kingdom - Isa 60:14, 49:23



üDivine Approval
üSpiritual Opportunity
üFinal Justice



3:9  ‘Behold, I will cause those of the 
synagogue of Satan, who say that 
they are Jews and are not, but 
lie—I will make them come and 
bow down at your feet, and 
make them know that I have 
loved you.



üDivine Approval
üSpiritual Opportunity
üFinal Justice
üUnconditional Love



3:10  ‘Because you have kept the 
word of My perseverance, I also 
will keep you from the hour of 
testing, that hour which is about 
to come upon the whole world, 
to test those who dwell on the 
earth.



KEY TERMS
1. Philadelphia -  Φιλαδέλφεια
2. True -   ἀληθινός (alethinos)
3. Because -   ὅτι (hoti)
 because, since, in view of the fact that



KEY TERMS
1. Philadelphia -  Φιλαδέλφεια
2. True -   ἀληθινός (alethinos)
3. Because -   ὅτι (hoti)
4. Keep -  τηρέω (tereo)
  1st & 2nd - kept by obeying
  the most faithful church of 7



3:10  ‘Because you have kept the 
word of My perseverance, I also 
will keep you from the hour of 
testing, that hour which is about 
to come upon the whole world, 
to test those who dwell on the 
earth.



KEY TERMS
1. Philadelphia -  Φιλαδέλφεια
2. True -   ἀληθινός (alethinos)
3. Because -   ὅτι (hoti)
4. Keep -  τηρέω (tereo)
  1st & 2nd - kept by obeying
  the most faithful church of 7
  3rd -   kept by preservation



TRIBULATION
POSITIONS
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Rapture Return



SUPPORT

1. Promise of Tribulation
2. Duration of Tribulation
3. Rev 11
4. Last Trumpet
5. Nature of Revelation Judgments



PROPONENTS

vIndividuals - Norman B Harrison,
     J Oliver Buswell,
     Gleason Archer,
     Harold Ockenga



POSTTRIBULATION
TO
DA
Y TRIBULATION MILLENNIUM

ET
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Rapture Return



SUPPORT
1. Vocabulary of 2nd Coming
2. Promise of Tribulation
3. Church on Earth
4. Fulfillment of Dan 9:24-27
5. Supernatural Protection



PROPONENTS

vGenerally - most Amillennialists, 
    Postmillennialists, 
    Catholics, Protestants  

vIndividuals - GE Ladd, R Gundry,
     A Reese, DJ Moo



PARTIAL RAPTURE
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Raptures

Return



EMPHASIS

²Nature of the Believer 
  Basis - Spiritual Condition

²Not Time Frame
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Seals 5-6
Trib.
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3:10  ‘Because you have kept the 
word of My perseverance, I also 
will keep you from the hour of 
testing, that hour which is about 
to come upon the whole world, 
to test those who dwell on the 
earth.



Hour of Testing Views
ØPreterist -        from Individuals

ØPost-trib & Partial Rapturist -  
     Preservation

ØPre-tribulationist - Rapture



PRETRIBULATION
TO
DA
Y TRIBULATION MILLENNIUM

ET
ER
NI
TY

Rapture Return



SUPPORT
1. Literal Interpretation - only position
2. Israel/Church Distinction
3. Daniel’s 70th Week
4. Chronologies of Major Passages
5. No OT or NT Tribulation passages
6. Promise of Exemption
7. Doctrine of imminence
8. Symbolic parallels 



üDivine Approval
üSpiritual Opportunity
üFinal Justice
üUnconditional Love
üSovereign Protection



3:10  ‘Because you have kept the 
word of My perseverance, I also 
will keep you from the hour of 
testing, that hour which is about 
to come upon the whole world, 
to test those who dwell on the 
earth.



PHILADELPHIA
1.Circumstances
2.Commission -   3:7

3.Correspondent 
4.Compliment -   3:8-10
5.Challenge -   3:11-12

Alasehir from Acropolis



3:11  ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast 
what you have, so that no one 
will take your crown.



üDivine Approval
üSpiritual Opportunity
üFinal Justice
üUnconditional Love
üSovereign Protection
üImminent Relief



3:11  ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast 
what you have, so that no one 
will take your crown.



3:11  ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast 
what you have, so that no one 
will take your crown.



üDivine Approval
üSpiritual Opportunity
üFinal Justice
üUnconditional Love
üSovereign Protection
üImminent Relief
üFuture Rewards



3:12  ‘He who overcomes, I will 
make him a pillar in the temple 
of My God, and he will not go 
out from it anymore; and I will 
write on him the name of My 
God, and the name of the city of 
My God, the new Jerusalem, 
which comes down out of heaven 
from My God, and My new 
name.



üFuture Rewards
   1. Stability
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üFuture Rewards
   1. Stability
   2. Security
   3. Fellowship
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of My God, and he will not go 
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üFuture Rewards
   1. Stability
   2. Security
   3. Fellowship
   4. Citizenship



3:12  ‘He who overcomes, I will 
make him a pillar in the temple 
of My God, and he will not go 
out from it anymore; and I will 
write on him the name of My 
God, and the name of the city of 
My God, the new Jerusalem, 
which comes down out of heaven 
from My God, and My new 
name.



üFuture Rewards
   1. Stability
   2. Security
   3. Fellowship
   4. Citizenship
   5. Intimacy



PHILADELPHIA
1.Circumstances
2. Commission -   3:7

3.Correspondent 
4.Compliment -   3:8-10
5.Challenge -   3:11-12
6.Call      3:13



3:13  ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’



7 CHURCHES
1. Ephesus -  left 1st love
2. Smyrna -  persecuted
3. Pergamum -  compromised
4. Thyatira -  apostasy
5. Sardis -   dead
6. Philadelphia - faithful



Faithfulness to our Lord 
results in future 

rewards!!!

Sea of Galilee


