
One of the most important
books of the entire 

BIBLE



7 CHURCHES
1. Ephesus -  left 1st love
2. Smyrna -  persecuted
3. Pergamum -  compromised
4. Thyatira -  apostasy
5. Sardis -   dead
6. Philadelphia - faithful



laodicea
1.Circumstances
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Stadium seating with Inscriptions



Street near Nymphaeum



Street near Nymphaeum



Bridge Crossing 
Lycus River



Walls still 
standing



Bathhouse Arches



Bathhouse & Gymnasium



laodicea
1.Circumstances
2.Commission -   3:14



3:14  “To the angel of the church in 
Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the creation of 
God, says this:



laodicea
1.Circumstances
2.Commission -   3:14
3.Correspondent 



3:14  “To the angel of the church in 
Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the creation of 
God, says this:



divine titles

1. Amen -  absolute truth



finding truth
Scientific Truth

Objective
Present

Not Absolute



“The concept of truth in science is 
thus quite special.  It implies nothing 
eternal and absolute but only a high 
degree of confidence after adequate 
self-testing and self-correcting …”

   George G. Simpson 



finding truth
Scientific Truth

Objective
Present

Not Absolute
Tentative

Consensus



“In science consistency 
of data interpretation 

constitutes proof.”

   D. Dye
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Objective
Present

Not Absolute
Tentative

Consensus
From man



finding truth
Scientific Truth   Absolute Truth

Objective
Present

Not Absolute
Tentative

Consensus
From man

Eternal
Unchanging
Unlimited

Ultimate Reality
Perfect

Omniscient Source



absolute truth
1. Father -  “God is true”
2. Son -   “I am … truth”
3. HS -    “Spirit of truth”
4. His Word -  “… word is truth ” 
5. Gospel -   “… truth of the 

     gospel”



3:14  “To the angel of the church in 
Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the creation of 
God, says this:



divine titles

1. Amen -  absolute truth
2. Faithful & True Witness -  

    qualified to judge



3:14  “To the angel of the church in 
Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the 
Beginning of the creation of 
God, says this:



divine titles

1. Amen -  absolute truth
2. Faithful & True Witness -  

    qualified to judge
3. Beginning of Creation -   

    supreme authority



laodicea
1.Circumstances
2.Commission -   3:14
3.Correspondent
 (Compliment) -  none 
4. Complaint -   3:15-16



3:15  ‘I know your deeds, that you 
are neither cold nor hot; I wish 
that you were cold or hot.



3:15  ‘I know your deeds, that you 
are neither cold nor hot; I wish 
that you were cold or hot.



3:15  ‘I know your deeds, that you 
are neither cold nor hot; I wish 
that you were cold or hot.
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cold spring 
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Colossae Laodicea
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Hieropolis



Calcium carbonate 
formations from 

hot mineral springs







Aqueduct Piece 
with Bathhouse Remains



Aqueduct 
Pieces



Pipes with calcium



3:16  ‘So because you are lukewarm, 
and neither hot nor cold, I will 
spit you out of My mouth.



3:16  ‘So because you are lukewarm, 
and neither hot nor cold, I will 
spit you out of My mouth.





laodicea
1.Circumstances
2.Commission -   3:14
3.Correspondent 
4.Complaint -   3:15-16
5.Correction -     3:17-19



3:17-18   ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and 
have become wealthy, and have need of 
nothing,” and you do not know that you 
are wretched and miserable and poor 
and blind and naked,  18 I advise you to 
buy from Me gold refined by fire so that 
you may become rich, and white 
garments so that you may clothe 
yourself, and that the shame of your 
nakedness will not be revealed; and eye 
salve to anoint your eyes so that you 
may see.



Operating 
in flesh & 
needing 

fellowship 
with the Lord



Self-satisfied
Half-hearted
Complacent
Compromised
Indifferent to 
 real issues
Carnal
Spiritually flabby
Neutral



Beware of the dangers 
of prosperity!!!

Sea of Galilee
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